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FOR SPECIAL ATTENTION

The Bank details of our Parish.
Christos Mar Thoma Church, AC. N0.123010033994
Bank of Baroda Kakkanad, IFS Code-BKDN0621230.
After making the payment, to effect the posting in your favour, please send the details
(message/WhatsApp) of the amount, your name, prayer group or
Family ID NUMBER, details of payment to each head (subscription/offertory/
wedding anniversary offertory/others) to the appended numbers.
Thomas George (BOBBY): 8943235466/Kunju Mathews 9895311623
Please transfer in NEFT mode so that the payee’s name will appear in the bank
statement
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From the
Editor’'s Desk
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he popular saying—when the going

gets tough, the tough get going—
perhaps best defines these challenging
times. COVID-19 has disrupted the normal
rhythms and social life of many children
and families around the country. With the
cancellations of school, recreational events,
and in-person church gatherings, in addition
to the shift of working remotely, our family
(like many) are spending a little more time
(or maybe a lot more time) together. A lot
of systemic inequality has been exposed, as
the realities of the pandemic response, sets
in. It’s easier for some people to deal with
the crisis than others.
The ‘new normal’ ways for the society
are being slowly accepted by each and
every one of us. Like the simple ways of
handshake has been replaced by new ways,
as in a ‘Namaste’ or ‘the hand on the heart’.
But we have to say, it has been a challenging
couple of months. The truth is, our kids are
struggling with being relegated to the house
and the daily schedule we've implemented.
They simply want things to be normal and
not ‘new normal’. Given what they want
and what is, these will be challenging days
and weeks. However, we are committed to
stewarding the hearts of our children well

Asst. Vicar's Message

and leading
them to press into
Jesus and his love for
them and the world.
Let us try to draw our family, as
One whole unit, to focus upon the glory and
centrality of Jesus—reminding everyone
that Jesus is the force to reckon in this
World with LOVE

Families in these days and weeks (and
possibly months) are spending a lot of time
together. In addition, with the cancellations
of large in-person church gatherings, many
children will not have the aged-appropriate
worship environments they are accustomed
to.
While our church tries to work on different
ways to mediate with families and help to
assists parents by providing the urge for
corporate fellowship in different ways
through the online media, the onus will
fall on the parents to discipline themselves
(and their children) to have those corporate
times of family worship and this requires
continual effort and hard work, because
at the heart of loving others is putting the
other person ahead of our own self, and
that is always a huge battle. Our default
mode is to revert back to selfishness, not to

www.christosmarthoma.in
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LOVE. For this reason, it becomes pivotal
to open up the vistas of Love in our family
as exemplified in the New Testament as a
whole especially by the apostle John in
particular who never tires of exhorting us
to LOVE one another (1 John 3:17-18).
Apostle John was originally known as one of
the Sons of Thunder. We can imagine that
everywhere he went he created a storm,
and when he left, people were glad to see
him go. But, then, Jesus’ touched his life;
he followed Jesus. He became known as
the Apostle of Love. After his conversion
everywhere he went he brought calmness
and peace, and people wanted him to stay.
Love characterized his life. Love was his
prevailing message.

In fact, the Church Father, Bishop Jerome,
said that ‘when the apostle John was in his
extreme old age, he was so weak that he
had to be carried into church meetings. At

the end of the meeting he would be helped
to his feet to give a word of exhortation to
the church. Invariably, he would repeat,
“Little children, let us love one another”
The disciples began to grow weary of the
same words every time, and they finally
asked him why he always said the same
thing over and over. He replied, “Because it
is the Lord’s commandment, and if this only
is done, it is enough.”

Like driving a nail into a board, Apostle
John hits this commandment of ‘Love
one another’ again and again. Five times
in this letter, John reminded the reader
of Jesus’ command to love one another (1
John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12). He wanted to make
sure that we understand that love is not an
optional virtue for a Christian. Love is a
distinguishing mark, the necessary ethic, of
a Christian in the world. Later in 1 John 4:8,
Apostle John delivered the final blow to the
nail to say that if you do not love others, you
do not know God.

Love, it is such an overused word, isn’t it?
Love too often is thought of as a sentimental
feeling or a shallow emotion. Love is much
more, much deeper. Let’s Dig a bit deeper.
A. LOVE fulfills the command of
Jesus Christ.

Apostle John restated the command of
Jesus: “This is the message you heard from
the beginning: We should love one another”
(1 John 3:11 N1V). John was not making up
this command. He did not originate the idea
of loving one another. Love originates with
God. The command to love one another
comes from the lips of Jesus, “A new
command I give you: Love one another.
As T have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another”

www.christosmarthoma.in
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ALTERNATIVES TO HANDSHAKES, HUGS, HIGH FIVES AND HONGI

THE HAND ON HEART

THE WRVE

(St John 13:34-35 NIV). It is basic and
fundamental to the walk with Christ.

The early believers fulfilled this command;
they loved one another. The Greek writer,
Lucian (ca. AD 120-200) said of the early
church, “It is incredible to see the fervour
with which the people of that religion
help each other in their wants. They spare
nothing. Their first legislator [Jesus| has
put it into their heads that they are all
brethren.”

Let us ask ourselves: Are we as, Christians,
today fulfilling the command of Jesus to
love one another? Don’t you think it breaks
God’s heart and hurts God’s name when
Christians can’t get along?
The absence of love in our life is
inconsistent with the message of love that
has been commanded by Jesus. Christian
love is foundational to being a child of God.
Apostle John continued, “We know that
we have passed from death to life, because
we love our brothers. Anyone who does
not love remains in death. Anyone who
hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life in
him” (1 John 3:14-15 NIV). The only two
classifications are the spiritually alive or the
spiritually dead. Everyone belongs to one or
the other. One of the evidences that one is a
believer is their love for the family. Let’s be
clear, becoming a Christian is not earned by

NZSL: HOW ARE YOU?

NAMRASTE

loving the family. Rather, loving the family is
proof that one has made the transition from
being spiritually dead to being spiritually
alive. Love for the family is, therefore, an
avenue of assurance of salvation not the
means for obtaining salvation.

If you are questioning your salvation, check
your love quotient. If you don’t love your
brother, then check your salvation? Loving
others - especially when they are unloving
and don’t deserve it - is a sign that you are
part of God’s family.

B. LOVE - seeks the highest good
of others.

Having shown that love for the family is
evidence of being a Christian, John now
sets forth the supreme example of this love:
the sacrifice of Jesus. John said, “This is
how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us” (1 John 3:16 N1V).

The expanded version of the definition of
love reads: Biblical love is a self-sacrificing,
caring commitment that shows itself in
seeking the highest good of the other, who
is not loved by all but yet, we do. At its heart,
biblical love is a caring commitment and
not just an attitude; it shows itself in deeds.
Those deeds often require self-sacrifice,
seen supremely in Jesus’ death on the cross.
The goal of this commitment is the highest
good of the other, not loved by the world,
but by us, thus conforming to the image of

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Jesus Christ.

Jesus’ love is illustrated by his sacrifice.
Laid down involves a deliberate, willful act
that demonstrated his love for us. Love is a
matter of the will rather than the emotion.
D. E. Heibert wrote, “Since one’s life is an
precious possession,
Christ’s willingness to lay down that life on
behalf of others constituted the greatest
possible expression of love.”

individual’s most

Real Christian love is expressed in the
daily acts of service and help that may not
equal much but when you add it altogether
it equates to a lot. The Church Father,
Tertullian, said, “It is our care for the
helpless, our practice of lovingkindness,
that brands us in the eyes of many of our
opponents. ‘Look; they say, ‘How they love
one another! Look how they are prepared
to die for one another!”

Apostle John went on to say that Christian
love is practical. Christian love always
expresses itself in action. John contrasts
words versus actions. To love in word
means simply to talk about a need, but to
love in action means to do something about
meeting that need. Christian love doesn’t
just say, “I love you,” That’s exactly what
Martin Luther King Jr reminded us, “Life’s
most persistent and urgent question is,
“What are you doing for others?”

We come back to our definition: LOVE
is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment
that shows itself in our actions, seeking
the highest good of others. Loving the
family is an evidence of our salvation, on
the basis of our love for one another, the
mark of a Christian. Our church in all its
activities has been instrumental to lend
out a helping hand to the needful people
in our community as well as beyond. The

OVt
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Pain and Palliative Ministry of the Christos
Mar Thoma Church insures the helping
hand to the patients with terminal illness,
in and around Kakkanad. Thus, providing
the LOVE quotient as in action and not just
being an emotion, which gives an assurance
to about 15 — 20 families that LOVE is the
New Normal for this community. Are we
ready to accept this as the ‘New Normal’ of
the times.
Let's remember, The times of family
worship does not have to be overwhelming
or intimidating. They can be short, simple,
and sweet as we anchor our family in
the centrality of the LOVE that Jesus
exemplifies. The brutal truth about LOVE is
that it boils down to obeying a command of
Jesus by displaying actions of self-sacrifice
to others, through our family. And if done
consistently, during this time, we might
find family worship becoming a spiritual
discipline of our life forever, even after
COVID-19.
GOD BLESS

Rev John Geevarghese

o
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Reuben Oommen Johnson

hey say, “Marriages are made in

heaven”; unfortunately we find that
like meteorites careering down from the
heavens, many of them ‘dig their grave’ on
earth as well! Some say, ‘love marriages’ are
the way to go, because you ‘know’ the person
you are choosing to be your life partner;
others say, ‘arranged marriages’ are better
since your parents surely ‘know better’! And
there are nonconformists who do not want
to get into the responsibilities of marriage
and have started the ‘living-in" movement
which might rather be a euphemism for
perversion. We have umpteen internet sites
dedicated to this one goal of finding the
‘best partner/soul mate for you’, which in
reality are just software designed to pick
and choose from several given human
attributes. These are all masqueraded as the
ultimate way to enter marital bliss. Is there
a better way?
If we look at the Word of God, we come
across plenty of references on the concept
of marriage. In the Garden of Eden, Adam
was given Eve as a helper/companion (Gen
2:18-24). The first biblical account starts

NO

O BE?

with the installation of marriage and God
Himself conducted that marriage. So then
to answer our question about which mode
of marriage is the best option, whether
arranged or love marriage, we get the
answer straight away, neither, it has to be
‘God arranged’! Marriage is not an end in
itself as the prophet Malachi says in chapter
2:14- 16. The Lord seeks godly offspring,
and that is one of the noblest visions of
marriage. It is wonderful to see how the
first and last book of the Old Testament
resonates with the theme of marriage and
also about how sacrilegious a divorce is!
We might well be living in times when
separation seems fashionable. In the New
Testament, the ideal of marriage takes an
entirely higher plane. Now, marriage is to
reflect the love of Christ and His bride, the
Church (Eph 5:22-33). It is to reflect this
‘heaven on earth’. What a high calling, and
so very few of us even think about this call,
let alone live that out!

There is a saying- * God gave us spouses
and children to show us how wretched
we are’. The pride and selfishness which

www.christosmarthoma.in
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every person in his natural self possess,
unless the old man is crucified with its
hood within
every marriage. Within marriage, God

sinful nature; lifts its vile

has called us to give room for the other,
whether it be for our spouses or children.
The true test of marriage lies in this phase,
not in the courtship times where the grass
is always green on this side itself. Marriage
is not about getting the right person to be
our spouse, rather it is about us being or
growing to be just the right person in our
spouse’s life. It is about growing to love
our spouse, not about ‘love at first sight’” as
the world foolishly puts it. When the Lord
Jesus becomes the center of the family and
when the husband, wife and children learn
to love Jesus more than anyone else in the
family, then God works such a work in
that family that transforms the family into
a ‘heaven on earth’. It is only in relation to
Him that every other relationship holds;
the greater the love of the husband for
Jesus, greater would be his love for his wife
and vice versa. Love is that lubricant which
oils the machinery of marriage and keeps
it running smooth. It is something we see
in the Trinity of the Godhead where God
the father, God the Son and God the Spirit
are in perfect communion with each other
through perfect love; and even before the
creation of the world, there was perfect love
within the Godhead!

Unless the Church brings forth examples
of such godly families in the present
times, marriages are headed for disaster as
statistics sadly point out. With career driven
spouses and competition driven children

v

) Marriage ignot O

about getting the
right person to be ~
our spouse, rather it
is about us being or
growing to be just the
right person in our
spouse’s life. It is about
growing to love our
spouse, not about ‘love
at first sight’ as the
&lorld foolishly puts it. i

b

who have no time or regard for God and His
will, we are just a step away from perilous
times. For in the life of a disciple of Christ,
the more he or she grows in the love of
Christ, the more they should be willing to
stoop down. It is like rewards arranged in
a descending order on a shelf, the more we
grow, the lower we need to bend to claim
the rewards, quite unlike the system of the
world where we reach higher to grab the
rewards. Are we willing to enthrone Him
the Lord of our lives as He truly ought
to be, and grow to love our spouses and
children as we grow in knowledge of God,
and BE that family which radiates the love
of God to a world broken with sin. Can we
BE different? May our Triune God help our
marriages to be enduring and fruit bearing!

On all Monthly first Tuesdays from 6 AM to 6 PM

CHAIN PRAYER

Contact Persons: Alexander A P (9633978044)

or P Kunju Mathews (9895311623)

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Releasing of the Parish Directory

\|\l THO M'\- HUMOM
AKKANA
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1. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theodosius _ -\ \
Releasing of the Parish Directory by Thirumeni.

Inauguration of dlstrlbutlon of dlrectory by Rev P J John
Achen by delivering the 1st copy to Mr. Jacob Varghese.

www.christosmarthoma.in m
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Worship live stream from Christos Mar Thoma Church, Kakkanad

LIVE (((o)) Live streaming Worship at 8 AM on all Sundays

www.youtube.com/c/CMTCKakkanad

STREAMING]|] Subscribe our YouTube channel and get the updates)

@ www.christosmarthoma.in
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SUNDAY SCHOOL RETREAT 2020

ONLINE ZoOM
MEETING:

46 FOR SUNDAY’
ScHOOL

Polayil John

% Jilson Johnson

7 - -
’? Ethan-Stevenslay. Naithan ThomasJohn % Kevi X

SUNDAY SCHOOL RETREAT 2020 15th August, led by Mr Georgy Mathew and
Mr Jijo John Varghese, attended by about 100 Sunday School students.

Christos MarThoma Sunday School

Sunday School annual exam is scheduled for 15/11/2020. Teacher’s exam and
Birudu exam are scheduled for 6/12/2020.

www.christosmarthoma.in @
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MONTHLY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEKLY MEETINGS OF
THE CHRISTOS MAR THOMA CHURCH KAKKANAD

PRAYER GROUP MEETINGS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of every week, of the month

at 7Z.30pm
DAY AREA
Monday Alappat - NGO - Mavelipuram - Thrikkakara
Tuesday Chittethukara -Kakkanad - Smart City

Wednesday Chembumukku - Padamugal - Satellite - Vazhakkala

EDAVAKA MISSION MEETINGS
7.30pm on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the Month

SEVIKA SANGAM MEETING
7.30pm on the 2nd and 4rd Friday of the Month
YOUTH MEETINGS

Junior Youth Fellowship (Youths as High School / College Students)
4.00pm of the 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month

Senior Youth Fellowship (Youths as Working and Married)
4.00pm of the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month

YOUNG COUPLES FELLOWSHIP
7.30pm of the 4th Sunday of every Month

SUNDAY SCHOOL

After Service, Sunday School General Session at 10.00am every Sunday

HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
Every Sunday at 8.00am

CHRISTOS FAMILY PRAYER TIME
Every day at 7.30pm

CHAIN PRAYER
6.00am to 6.00 pm of the 1st Tuesday of every month

PAIN PALLIATIVE VISIT
Last week of every Month

www.christosmarthoma.in
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MEW}eS [nloye Almeonud | 2020

4.10.2020 MongIRlMo

11.10.2020 ElmenwissndenI] cndoldlslclenzm flmo
18.10.2020 URM MMV

25.10.2020 &}530608lMo

01.11.2020 meRIBIRLISeeM AlMo

08.11.2020 000 &) MMIVA

15.11.2020 maElwINlemsyas erllH’
22.11.2020 &M)& 201I21eMmIS}as e
29.11.2020 Sne anwiglen v

01.12.2020 D OIWETIZ EMIMI @RRoRo
06.12.2020 EWINMIM MMIal&OI) RMMo
13.12.2020 62MaMlemIS)as @Rl
21.12.2020 2)0eOmI2 WERIFMo

31.12.2020 QUGHIUMIM w13OFIUOVE (03B

l MARRIAGE
May the Lord’s blessings guard and guide you all the way!

ey
{
A :
Sandeep Thomas Sam & Sandhya

Date of Marriage: 16th September 2020
Ared@NGO

Rohit C Koshy & Amy Rachel
Date of Marriage: 17th August 2020

Area; Padamugal

www.christosmarthoma.in @
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Larist Felreal 2070 ggﬁéﬂ‘é’ %M%W’W CM

August 16 Sunday 7 P. M.
Watch on " » Youlube /CMTCKakkanad

Felicitation and Release Of Parish Directory’ 2020

Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar
Theodosius Suffragan Metropolitan

Session led by:

Rev. Tom John

Speaker

Rev. Shaji Thomg$
Chathdnnoor

Sri. A. T. Abraham (91) | Miss. Deepa David (38) Miss. Jubee Ann James (31)"

y

D/o Sri.EV.David D/o Sri. M. S. james e

Date of death : 1/08/2020 | Date of death : 31/08/2020 | Date of death : 25/09/2020 -
Padamugal Prayer Group | NGO Qtrs Prayer Group Chittethukara Prayer Group

pﬁay/)g/ fw& Feace and 00/@/0/%‘ o/ the bereaved fam% ’){

@ www.christosmarthoma.in
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% HANNAH

Mr. Ajin Alias Mammottil
Family ID 423,

Prayer Gr. Alappat Nagar.

4C, EV Sinai Tower, GCDA Road,
NGO Quarters - Mavelipuram Rd,
Zone 2, Kakkanad, Kerala 682021

Parish Directory

Our much awaited parish directory
is ready. Door delivery of the same
is not possible in the present
circumstances. However it can be

! collected from our office during
Mr. Robin Tho office hours (9am-1pm).

-Secretary

www.christosmarthoma.in m
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N T Mathews
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Edavaka Mission Convention, main
speaker evangelist Pushparaj

|

www.christosmarthoma.in




“For D have chosen at he will divect his
childven and his house him to keep the way
of the LORD by dotn Hight and juse;—so-thae
the LOR D will bring Abraham what he has

(enesis 18:19
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