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FOR SPECIAL ATTENTION

The Bank details of our Parish.
Christos Mar Thoma Church, AC. N0.123010033994
Bank of Baroda Kakkanad, IFS Code-BKDN0621230.
After making the payment, to effect the posting in your favour, please send the details
(message/WhatsApp) of the amount, your name, prayer group or
Family ID NUMBER, details of payment to each head (subscription/offertory/
wedding anniversary offertory/others) to the appended numbers.
Thomas George (BOBBY): 8943235466/Kunju Mathews 9895311623
Please note that a few bank credits are in suspense account due to lack of details.
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From the
Editor’'s Desk
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Area prayer meetings scheduled at 7.30pm on all days except

v

\ Monday

_ Saturdays and Sundays

Mavelipuram/Thrikkakara

Tuesday Kakkanad/Smart City
Wednesday Chitethukara/Padamugal/Satellite
Thursday Alappat Nagar/NGO

Chempumukku/ Vazhakkala i
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Christos Herald Editorial Board: Rev. PJ John Achen, Rev. John Geevarghese Achen,
Mr. Alexander A P (Editor), Mr. Prasad Mathew (Secretary), Mr. T S Varghese, Ninan K Eapen, Mr.Joseph Kuruvilla

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Asst. Vicar's Message

he lightning fast spread of COVID-19,

which emerged in China, has created
fear around the world. Just a few months
and it is raging around the world, infecting
people all over the globe. People are unsure
what to do in light of this worldwide
infectious disease outbreak. But as we
now know that the success in containing
COVID-19 hangs on one big strategy —
social distancing or quarantine, which has
caused authorities around the world to
setup lockdown and isolation rules. In most
places people cannot meet in large groups
which is why we feel miserable due to the
non-fellowship in our churches as Our
Church still remain closed. But keeping
in mind the importance of the guidelines
put forward by the government officials

to curb the Infection from spreading, we

~

ﬂ THE COVID-19
RESPONSIBILITY

IN LOCKDOWN

OF A CHRISTIAN

must keep at least two meters distance
from others - and if you have been in
contact with someone testing positive for
the coronavirus then you must quarantine
or isolate yourself from any contact with
others.

Simultaneously, medical researchers are on
the run to find a vaccine. We know, once
a vaccine is developed it can be injected
into people so that their bodies can develop
resistance to the coronavirus.
These extreme procedures to isolate,
quarantine, and to develop a coronavirus
vaccine, provide a living example for our
spiritual Life. That procedure is at the
heart of the mission of Jesus and his Gospel
of the Kingdom of Heaven. Perhaps it is
worthwhile to also understand this spiritual
counterpart, so that we are not caught
unaware by this threat. The COVID-19
pandemic is instructive in understanding
the gospel in terms of sin and the mission
of Jesus.

Just as COVID-19 is not pleasant to think
about but cannot be avoided, the Bible talks
a great deal about sin and its consequences.
An image, the Bible uses as an infectious
disease that has spread across, and is killing
the human race.

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Isaiah 64:6- ‘All of us have become like one who
is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like
filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like
the wind our sins sweep us away.’

Epidemics are diseases but
are not the cause of the
disease.

AIDS is the disease, which
can result in death; HIV is
the virus that causes the
disease. SARS is the disease,
which can result in death;

—
As we all know,
the Bible treats

sin as real as
COVID-19, but
it also points to

immediate spiritual death, which then leads
to a certain physical death over time. As
we all know, the Bible treats sin as real as
COVID-19, but it also points to the vaccine
— Jesus Christ as the Saviour.

Jesus once explained his mission using the
story above about Moses and the deadly
serpents. Think about what would have
happened for the people bitten by the
snakes. When the serpents infected the
Israelites they were told to look at the
bronze serpent held up on a pole to be
cured. So those bitten by the snakes had to
make a choice. They could take
standard precautions involving
binding the wound tightly and
resting to restrict blood flow
and spread of the venom. Or
they would have to trust the
remedy announced by Moses
and walk several kilometers, to

SARS Coronavirus-1 is the the vacq_ne - look at the bronze serpent on
virus that causes it. Jesus Christ as the pole. It would be the trust
Now Currently, COVID-19 is the Saviour. or lack of trust in the word of

the disease, which can result

Moses that would determine

in death and the virus is

called SARS Coronavirus-2.

Similarly, the Bible says that sins (plural) are
a spiritual disease; sin (singular) is its root,
and it results in death. A story connecting
disease and death, which Jesus linked to his
mission, is the account of snakes infesting
the Israelite camp in the time of Moses.
Numbers 21:4-9 speaks about this vaccine
that the Israelites used which was provided
by The Lord God through his trusted
Servant Moses. A cure was needed before
they were overwhelmed by death.

Death in the physical realm means
‘separation of the soul from the body” and
in the spiritual realm ‘separation of the soul
from God'. Like a virus inside us, sin causes

each person’s course of action.

John 3:14-15 - As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up; so that whoever believes in Him, will
have eternal life.

—As % ot _-m Ly ‘ E -
WILDERNES EVEI’SOW%;ET‘EMH‘ HMAN
" S'IELFTED A

It was their trust in God that saved them. Is

it the same for us? We do not physically look

www.christosmarthoma.in
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at the cross, but we trust in that provision
given by God to save us from the infection
of sin and death. We do not trust our ability
to fight off the infection, but trust God that
He would help us overcome every hurdle
that comes our way through the fellowship
and love of Our Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ.

Galatians 5:14 - For the entire law is fulfilled in
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor
as yourself.”

This experience leads us to know what Love
is as Our Saviour has showed us through
His death on the Cross. Love can lead us
to know for ourselves what our purpose
is, in this world, as Christians. To open our
eyes around us and to recognise the people
in need with the eyes of Jesus Christ who
invites us to be His Ambassadors, and to
share the love and provisions that God has
given us and by giving it out to the people
in need from our neighbourhood and
thus overcoming the spiritual death and
confirming the presence of God in us.

Matthew 25:40 - “Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.

|
These eyes can be opened
up only by the Light of
Jesus Christ, which then,
shines through us into
the World. And God has
entrusted us the Great
Responsibility to be the
Light of The World.

Our church and Church members have
been instrumental during the last few
months, by providing and sponsoring food
kits to the people eligible, and also by
reaching out to the children in Trivandrum,
Ranni, Allapuzha and in Kakkanad, who
were in need of TV or Tablets so they could
continue their education, provided through
the Kite Victors Channel for the children
of the Government Schools, an initiative
by the Government of Kerala. Yes, there is
much more to do and we can do what God
has entitled us to do, in the short span of
time in this world. There is, so much to do,
if we can just open the eyes of compassion
and care which has been shut temporarily
by the shadows and the fears of the world.
These eyes can be opened up only by the
Light of Jesus Christ, which then, shines
through us into the World. And God has
entrusted us the Great Responsibility to be
the Light of The World.

Matthew 5:14-16 - “You are the light of the
world... Let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.”

Rev John Geevarghese
Asst Vicar
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CHRISTOS MAR THOMA CHURCH
A

Worship live stream from
Christos Mar Thoma
Church, Kakkanad

LIVE (((o))) Live streaming Worship at 8 AM on all Sundays
www.youtube.com/c/CMTCKakkanad

STREAMING]|] Subscribe our YouTube channel and get the updates)

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Area Prayer Meetings

www.christosmarthoma.in m
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Savika Sanghom Meeting
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Edavaka Mission Meeting

Young Couples Meeting

ﬂ

A

. Joash Abraham Var...

www.christosmarthoma.in
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Online Youth Meeting for the Yuvajana Sakhyam held on 3 May, 2020

On all Monthly first Tuesdays from 6 AM to 6 PM
C H AI N P RAY E R Contact Persons: Alexander A P (9633978044)
or P Kunju Mathews (9895311623)

www.christosmarthoma.in @
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By God’s Grace Satellite Prayer Area could distribute food kits to 90 very
needy families. We praise the LORD for Jacob Varghese and others who
undertook this initiative and every member who extended generous

support to this great mission.
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the bereaved

Dr. Mathew M.M (8 f zlf(/é

N W/o Mr. Ebby Varghese Date of death : 25/06/2020
g\ Date of death : 12/05/2020 Chittethukara Prayer Group
L) Area: Vazhakkala

@ www.christosmarthoma.in
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Christos MarThoma Sunday School

We are conducting online Sunday School Classes. Those who could not join yet,
please contact Head Master Mr. John Thomas (Phone +91 99472 14131) or the
respective teachers.

Sabha’s Special Days | 2020

July 3 StThomas Day
July 5 Tithe Sunday
July 25 St. James Day
August 1 15th Lent begins
August 2 Mission Sunday
September 6 Education Day
September 13 Sevika Sangham Day
September 20 Senior Citizen Day
September 21 St. Mathews Day
September 27 CSI Formation Day
MARRIAGE

May the Lord’s blessings guard and guide you all the way!

e I 2§
Jerome Samuel & Indira Sussanh
Date of Marriage: 20th June 2020
Area: Thrikkakara

Roshan P Mathews &
Nidhi Ann Abraham

Date of Marriage: 25th May 2020
Area: Chittethukara

www.christosmarthoma.in @
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